ROYAL AIR FORCE HIGH ROPES 

GENERIC RISK ASSESSMENT


	Hazard
	Who May Be Harmed
	Risk Likelihood
	Risk Consequence
	Control Measure

	Weather
	
	
	
	

	Weather 

General
	Team
	
	
	
Duty Instructor to check weather forecast prior to commencing activities

Duty Instructor to brief the team on any concerns regarding weather conditions

	Cold and/or Wet Conditions
	Team
	H
	M
	
Duty Instructor to check that all participants have suitable clothing prior to commencing the activity


Instructors must wear appropriate clothing in order to run the activity safely

	Sun
	Team
	H
	M
	
Duty Instructor must make the team aware of the dangers relating to the sun i.e. heatstroke & sunburn


Duty Instructor to ensure that the team have suitable clothing


Instructors to avoid looking into sun when supervising participants 

	Lightning and/or Storms
	Team
	L
	VH
	
Duty Instructor is to ensure that no activities are undertaken in any serious storm


If caught in a lightening storm, then the Duty Instructor must cease all activities and seek appropriate shelter

	High Winds
	Team
	M
	M
	Duty instructor is to monitor weather & suspend or cancel session when wind conditions cause safety to be affected

	Terrain
	
	
	
	

	Falling Objects
	Team
	L
	H
	Duty Instructor to visually check the structure for any loose items before each session


A clearly defined hazard area must be established, in which helmets must be worn


Helmets must be worn whilst taking part in any activity except when outside the hazard area


Duty Instructor is to brief participants at the start of the session about the purpose and rules of the hazard area


Duty Instructor is to brief accompanying adults to assist in the management and supervision of these rules


Duty Instructor is to brief participants to remain in a safe position when participants are ascending/descending

	Fall Whilst Ascending to Platform
	Team
	L
	H
	
Instructors are to support the access ladder when participants are climbing it

Duty Instructor is to brief all participants on the correct use of ladder


Instructors are to determine if the ladders are too slippery to use at the start (and during) each session

Instructors to clip or tie participant onto belay rope prior to them ascending 

	Fall From Apparatus
	Team
	L
	VH
	  Instructors to supervise all belay activities

Instructor to ensure belay rope remains correctly tensioned while participant is on the apparatus

	Striking Apparatus on Decent
	Participant
	M
	M
	
Surfaces susceptible to being slippery should, where practical, have a textured surface added to reduce risk of slipping


Instructors to ensure participant is not swinging during lowering

	Participant Collision
	Participant
	M
	M
	
Where more than one participant is accessing the same apparatus at the same time, Instructors are to ensure they remain a safe distance apart where possible, and brief participants to remain vigilant to the position and movements of each other

	
	
	
	
	

	Tripping Hazard. Brace Cables, Ground Anchors/Other Trip Hazards
	Team
	M
	M
	
Duty instructor to brief participants about specific trip hazards


All trip hazards are to be made highly visible, access restricted where possible and edges softened


	Equipment
	
	
	
	

	Harness and Helmet Correctly Fitted
	Team
	M
	VH
	Duty Instructor to brief all participants on the correct fitting of harnesses and helmets prior to commencing the activity
Instructors to check each individual’s harness and helmet immediately before they ascend the apparatus

	Hair, Clothing or Jewellery Trapped in Equipment
	Participant
	M
	H
	Duty Instructor to brief all participants to tuck away loose clothing and long hair prior to participation


Duty Instructors are to brief participants to remove prominent jewellery prior to participation


Instructors are to visually check every participant prior to each ascent/descent

	Belaying
	Team
	M
	VH
	 Instructors are to closely monitor all belaying operations


All ascents/descents are to be slow and controlled

· Instructors are to inspect belay stances before each ascent



	Entanglement in Belay Rope or Tracer Cords
	Team
	L
	M
	
Duty Instructor to ensure belay rope and tracer cords are not within reach of participant prior to each leap


	Faulty Equipment
	Team
	VL
	VH
	
Specified equipment has a log that relates to its age


All equipment is allocated a ‘use by’ date and upon this date is decommissioned


Equipment is checked on a regular basis and recorded, and replaced where necessary


Duty Instructors are to visually check the equipment for obvious faults at the start of every session

	Misuse
	Team
	VL
	VH
	
Duty Instructor must hold the RCD Level 2 High Ropes Award (or equivalent)

Duty Instructor will conduct a high level of session checking, to include internal and external staff

	Inversion
	Participant
	VL 
	VH
	
Chest harnesses or full body harnesses are to worn by all participants


Instructors to ensure each participant’s chest harness is correctly fitted prior to ascending the apparatus

Instructors to ensure belay rope is fitted through chest harness prior to participant’s ascent/descent

Instructors to continually monitor the participant as they ascend and descend

	General
	
	
	
	

	Structural Failure
	Team
	VL
	VH
	
High Ropes structure is inspected and certificated annually by an independent engineer

· Duty Instructor to carry our visual check of apparatus prior to use


Instructors are to access the course and conduct periodic check of the structure

	Unauthorised Access
	Team
	L
	VH
	
Duty Instructor  to brief participants not to go onto any activity without a member of staff


Clear signs to be posted at all High Ropes structures stating no access without suitably qualified staff


High Ropes structure to have a perimeter fence around the entire structure with an access gate

Access ladder to be removed whilst the structure is not in use


No ropes are to be left prepared and unattended
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